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elections of the previous years. The slogan of the hour was " every
vote given to a Liberal is a vote given to the Boers/' and posters
and leaflets spread it all over the country. Eminent Liberals were
depicted on posters offering tribute to President Kruger, helping him
to shoot British soldiers and to haul down the Union Jack.. No
discrimination was made between pro-Boers, Liberal Imperialists and
Liberals of the centre. The Liberal Imperialist member for New-
market was pictured in this position, though he had lost two sons
in the war, and was visiting their graves in South Africa at the time
of the election. Ruthlessness was the watchword and Chamberlain
was unsparing in sarcasm and invective.
The Khaki Election of 1900 was in these respects the prototype
of the " Coupon Election" of 1918, and if in this year the Liberal
Imperialists had, like the Liberal Coalitionists on the later occasion,
been joined with the Unionists in recommending a certified list of
candidates to the electors of both parties, the result might have been
no less disastrous to the Liberal party than in 1918. Chamberlain,
who considered that the Liberal Imperialists had failed to give him
support at critical moments, was determined that they should not
be spared, and incidentally saved the Liberal party by joining them
with the pro-Boers in his attacks. Being all exposed to the same
attack the Liberal sections drew together in 1900 and fought a losing
battle with skill and courage. When the polling was over the
Liberal party was not extinguished, and though the Government
majority was found to have increased to 134 from the 130 at which
it stood at the dissolution, it was actually 18 less than at the election
of 1895. Moreover, if the Unionist slogan meant anything, the rather
alarming fact was revealed that 2,105,518 electors had gone to the
polls to register " a vote for the Boers" against 2,428,492 who had
voted against.
Party allegiance, which still counted for much in these days, was
partly responsible for this result and disapproval of the methods of
electioneering weighed for something in the scale. But the election
revealed that there was a larger minority against the Boer war than
probably against any war in which the nation had been engaged
during the preceding century. The patriotic enthusiasm which en-
forces unity in a life-and-death struggle could not be evoked for a
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